March 10, 2004

ENT-8: FO:TCF:SE:TA  AM

MEMORANDUM FOR:
DIRECTORS, FIELD OPERATIONS

FROM
:


Executive Director, Trade Compliance and Facilitation





Office of Field Operations

SUBJECT:


Presidential Proclamation 7758 Modifies the Generalized 

System of Preferences (GSP) and the Harmonized Tariff 

Schedule of the United States (HTS)

Presidential Proclamation 7758, dated March 1, 2004, published in the Federal Register on March 4, 2004 (Vol. 69, No. 43), modifies the list of beneficiary developing countries eligible for preferential tariff treatment under the GSP program. 

Proclamation 7758 designates Algeria as a beneficiary developing country under the GSP, and amends General Note 4(a) to the HTS by inserting in alphabetical sequence in the list of independent beneficiary countries “Algeria.”  This modification is effective with respect to Algerian products entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for consumption, on or after March 16, 2004.  

In addition, Proclamation 7758 modifies the GSP eligibility status of seven 

European countries. Section 502(b)(1)(c) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended 

(19 U.S.C. 2462(b)(1)(c)) specifies that European Union member states may not be designated as beneficiary developing countries for purposes of the GSP.  The following countries are currently scheduled to become member states of the European Union on May 1, 2004, upon which they will lose their GSP status:  Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Slovakia.

The Office of the United States Trade Representative will publish the exact date of each state as it becomes an official member of the European Union in the Federal Register. 

Proclamation 7758 further modifies the HTS by terminating the designation of Antigua and Barbuda, Bahrain, and Barbados as beneficiary developing countries for purposes of GSP, effective with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after January 1, 2006. 

The Automated Commercial System will be updated to reflect these changes.
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The aforementioned modifications will be reflected in the next editions of the HTS published by the U.S. International Trade Commission.  Until the next printed edition is released, please ensure that the appropriate staff makes notations of the changes to their files.

Proclamation 7758 can be viewed on-line at: 

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-5006.pdf.

Copies of this memorandum should be made available to Port Directors, Assistant Port Directors, Import and Entry Specialists, Inspectors, Brokers, Importers, and other interested parties.

Questions concerning this notice from the importing community should be referred to local Customs and Border Protection Ports.  CBP Ports may refer GSP related questions to Anne Marusza, Trade Agreements Branch, at (202) 927-5724, or via cc:Mail.  

/s/

Elizabeth G. Durant

cc:   Director, Client Representatives

       Director, National Commodity Specialist Division

       Chief, Account Management 
