U.S. CUSTOMS LABORATORY METHODS

USCL METHOD 48-50

TAPPI T 459

Surface Strength of Paper

(Wax Pick Test)

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
This method does not purport to address all of the safety problems, if any, associated with its use.  It is the responsibility of the user of this method to establish appropriate safety and health practices and determine the applicability of regulatory limitations prior to its use.
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SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION


Paper and paperboard products are provided for in Chapter 48 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS).  With these types of commodities, the sample must be prepared before analysis.  This method is applicable to uncoated and coated papers and it measures the paper’s surface strength resistance to picking.  This test is not useful for felted papers such as blotters or roofing felts or some coated papers with thermoplastic resins in the coating.  This method is recommended when applicable.
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