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U.S. CUSTOMS LABORATORY METHODS

USCL METHOD 69-02

Procedures for Measuring the Whiteness of Ceramic Products

SAFETY STATEMENT

This USCL Method cannot fully address safety issues that may arise from its use.  The analyst is responsible for assessing potential safety issues associated with a given method at its point of use.

Before using this method, the analyst will consider all general laboratory safety precautions.  In particular, the analyst will identify and implement suitable health and safety measures and will comply with all pertinent regulations.
METHOD UNCERTAINTY

The uncertainty of measurement for this method is specific to each laboratory.

0.

SCOPE AND FIELD OF 




APPLICATION
0.1

General

0.1.1
This method employs the Munsell Color System, a widely used system of specifying color based on color perception attributes of hue, value, and chroma.  It is used to determine whether the bodies of non‑artificially colored ceramic ware meet the "white" characteristic, as stated in the Explanatory Notes to Chapter 69, of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS).  Ceramic wares are usually classifiable under HTSUS headings 6909, 6910, 6911, 6913, and 6914.  The measurements may be performed visually or instrumentally.

0.1.2
Non-artificially colored sanitary ware having a Munsell color of N 8.5 or lighter (in a neutral color shade having a chroma of 0 to 0.5) meets the “white “ characteristic of the porcelain definition.

0.2

U.S. Requirements

0.2.1
Where necessary, the Additional U.S. Notes to Chapter 69, HTSUS, and various U.S. Customs Headquarters Rulings shall be followed.

0.2.2
For ceramic sanitary ware, see Federal Register, 61, 9521 (1996), as well as U.S. Customs Headquarters Rulings HQ 958647 and HQ 957520.
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