





September 27, 2001







CMP-11 FO:TP:TEO:TO SST

TO
      :
Directors, Field Operations

FROM
      :
Executive Director, Trade Programs



Office of Field Operations

PASS TO :
Port Directors, Assistant Port Directors, Import Specialists,



Inspectors, Entry Specialists, Brokers and Importers

SUBJECT:
TBT-01-049 African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) Update



TC# TP 01-1848

REF
      :
TBT-01-008, TBT-01-009, TBT-01-010, TBT-01-017,



TBT-01-018, TBT-01-028, TBT-01-034, TBT-01-035,



TBT-01-039, TBT-01-043

BACKGROUND:

The Trade and Development Act of 2000 (“the Act”), which was signed into law on May 18, 2000, authorized a new trade and investment policy for

sub-Saharan Africa.  The President is authorized to designate a sub-Saharan African country as an eligible beneficiary country based on several criteria established in the Act.  The criteria includes that the sub-Saharan African country has adopted an effective visa system and has implemented and follows, or is making substantial progress toward implementing and following, certain customs procedures that assist the U.S. Customs Service in verifying the origin of the products.

This notice serves to provide a list of all beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries that have an effective visa system and the quantity reporting method that is required.

INFORMATION:

The following countries have an effective visa system and claims for qualifying merchandise are accepted under the AGOA:

Botswana***


Ethiopia

Kenya



Lesotho

Madagascar


Malawi

Mauritius***


South Africa***

Swaziland

***  These countries are not lesser-developed countries and cannot utilize

      grouping 5.
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For groupings 1 to 8, the quantity shown on the AGOA visa for all wearing apparel will be reported in dozens, except for:

1. Men’s, boy’s, women’s or girl’s suits, which will be reported in number

2. Panty hose, tights, stockings, socks, other hosiery, gloves, mittens and mitts will be reported in dozen pairs

If there are items in the same grouping that are mixed such as suits (which require number) and pants (which require dozen) or shirts and pants (which both require dozen), then a separate quantity will be shown for each of the items.  For example, a visa for grouping 1 could indicate 105 suits with

10 dozen shirts or 10 dozen shirts and 12 dozen pants.

For grouping 9, the quantity shown on the visa will be the normal reporting quantity for the type of imported merchandise.  For example, if rugs or hand loomed fabric were imported, the reported quantity will be in square meters; if bedspreads, towels or other household furnishings are imported, the reported quantity will be in kilos; and if it is wearing apparel, it will be reported as in groupings 1 to 8.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

If you have any questions concerning the AGOA visa arrangements, please call Susan Thomas, at (202) 927-3719 or Robert Abels, at (202) 927-1959.

/signed Janet L. Labuda/

for Elizabeth G. Durant

cc:  Executive Director, Field Operations

