Entry of Non-Immigrants With Exempt Visa Status

I-94W Requirements

The Non-Immigrant Information System (NIIS) is the paper-based entry and exit tracking system for nonimmigrant visitors to the United States.  First deployed in January 1983, NIIS continues largely unchanged to this day.

The I-94W (green form) is for all nonimmigrant visitors seeking entry to the United States under the Visa Waiver Program. Entrants entering the United States using an I-94W form are individuals that are exempt from having a visa. Contact your travel agent or customs service for more specific instructions regarding U.S. visa requirements.

In addition to basic I-94 form requirements, the I-94W asks specific questions related to inadmissibility issues. The entrant must sign and date the I-94W, which indicates agreement to waive his/her right to a hearing before an immigration judge, if found inadmissible. 

After the successful completion of a primary inspection, a CBP officer affixes an admission stamp to the arrival and departure portions of the completed I-94W, the traveler’s passport, the entrant's customs declaration.  The officer retains the arrival portion of the form and inserts the departure portion of the I-94W into the traveler’s passport.  Current policy guidance provides that the departure coupon must be securely affixed, preferably by stapling the coupon to the traveler’s passport.  

The I-94W coupon rides with the passport until the alien boards a conveyance, which provides the entrant an exit out of the United States.  At U.S. departure, transportation carriers are supposed to remove the departure coupon, annotate the reverse of the coupon with the facts of the aliens’ departure from the United States, and then return the I-94W coupons (departure portion) to the nearest CBP office.
